
Cunningham. W. J. October 20, 1915 

&win F. Gay to James J. Hill. 
"At the interview which we had with you 

in New York, Mr. Bacon mentioned that we 
already had on our staff in transportation 
W.J.Cunningham. He is a Canadian by birth 
and has had twenty-three years of railroad 
experience: in recent years he has served 
as Statistician under Mr. Hustis, on the Bos- 
ton and Albany, the New York, New Haven and 
Hartford, and the Boston and Maine, and as 
Statistical Advisor c- the Union Pacific in 
New York. Mr. ~unni( hm not only has the 
practical experience wnich makes him thorough1 



respected by the r a i  d men who know h i s  
work but he i s  an ex iona l ly  competent 
teacher and i n  our opinion bids f a i r  t o  become 
an authori ty  of weight i n  ra i l road  matters,  
qui te  d i f f e ren t  from the usual type of the 
academic teacher who from lack of p rac t i ca l  
experience has l i t t l e  ins ight  i n t o  the b i f f i -  
cul t . ies  of ra i l road  problems. M r .  Cunningham 
has been Assistant  Professor on our s t a f f  f o r  
f i v e  years. H i s  expe~ience  thus f a r  has been 
a l ~ o s t  e n t i r e l y  i n  Eastern r a i l roads  and we 
should l i k e  very much t o  have him given an 

- opportunity t o  study your methods i n  the 
systems i n  which your influence has been prs- 
borninant. In  accordance w i t h  your permission 
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which you so kindly gave, I am arranging 
with him to leave his work here immediately 
after Christmas, to go west under your chargo. 
He will report to you on or before the first 
of January and will follow your advice as to 
the length of his stay, the character of his 
work and the order in which he is to study 
the Great Northern, the Northern Pacific and 
the C.B. and Q. systems." 

General correspondence by date 
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