
Fort  Benton, Montana Ju ly  4,  1881 

H i l l  t o  P a r i s  ~ i b s o n  
"the dis tance  i s  so g r e a t  t h a t  so much time 
would be consumed i n  going t o  your place with 
a railway and new f i e l d s  o r  s i t u a t i o n s  might 
appear t h a t  would change a l l  previous plans.  
Our l i n e  i s  not projected t o  Benton s t i l l  it 
i s  i n  our d i r e c t i o n  but  I would be e n t i r e l y  
unable t o  advise you a s  t o  holding or  s e l l i n g  
property the  value of which might be dependent 
on the  bui ld ing of our l i n e .  The Canadian Pac- 
i f i c  runs t h r o '  an easy country and by the  
f a l l  of 1882 w i l l  be near ly  a s  f a r  west a s  the  
longitude of Benton an< :hey w i l l  probably 
bu i ld  a  branch down tohards the  boundary 



which would give your sba t ion  a very easy con- 
nect ion with the East ," '  


