
b"r ~<-cc~&-Y) 

Northern ~ a c i f i b p k a n d  B r a i t  3/28/98 
To Arthur ~winne%, Ber l in  
Goes abroad Apri l  9 f o r  2 weeks & hopes t o  
see G. i n  Ber l in .  While i n  N.Y. r e cen t ly  
p lan was being considered f o r  buying e n t i r e "  
land grant  of N.P. Ry Co. but  J J H  advised 
agains t  it because of squa t t e r s ,  c i t i n g  the  
notorious Des Moines Improvement Grant a s  
t yp i ca l .  It took 30 y r s  of l i t i g a t i o n  & grea 
dea l  of s t a t e  & f ede ra l  l e g i s l a t i o n  before 
t i t l e  f i n a l l y  was recognized, even tho '  land 
had been patented t o  Co. by f ede ra l  govt. y r s  
before & "even now thousands of ac res  of t he s  
lands a r e  occupied by farmers who own f i n e  
houses & farm bui ld i ;  ... & the  owners dare 
not  dispossess them b, law. N.P.  has about 



4 million dollars of land contracts at 6% 
interest, also proce/ of their most heavily 
timbered lands in Non~ana and Washington. Re 
recent "Nebraska Casen;state legislatures 
cannot fix rates for use of kailroad property 
by public that will take from the rys the rig 
to earn a fair & reasonable return upon.the' 
value of the property used by public & "value 
of such property 8ZZHBZE88H is the amt. of 
money honestly & intelligently spent in con- 
struction of the properky & the cash cost of 
permanent improvements & additions thereto. 
Re present N.D. case, where great difficulty 
is being experienced trying to show enough 

coat of construction of N. P.; chief engi- 


