
Stephen, George January 18, 1885 

H i l l  t o  Stephen 
"We have t h e  Grangers i n  f u l l  f o r c e "  and about 
5 b i l l s  t o  r e g u l a t e  r a i l r o a d s  and a s  many t o  
r e g u l a t e  grain."The l a t t e r  s u b j e c t  might with 
judgment and c a r e  be g r e a t l y  b e n e f i t t e d ,  & I am 
do in,^ whzt I can t o  t h a t  end. " Congra tu la tes  
Stephen on t h e  "greatwork" so  near  completion. 
"I a m  g lad  you have found our l o c a t i o n  v i a  Bow 
River so  f avorab le .  It would have been very  
easy t o  have made t h e  mistake of t ak ing  t h e  o ld  
government l i n e  v i a  Edmonton, had we l i s t e n e d  
t o  t h e  advice of t h o s e ~ h o  judged t h e  Bow X v e r  
and S e l k i r k  rou te  w i t  ha.ving any r e a l  know- 
ledge o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  l e  we had not  seen  
i t ,  our views made up t h e  observat ion  of 



the simple but truthful halfbreed. voyageur 
makkng proper allowan $3Fr the causes which 
took him into that cou .y have been confirmed 
by the adoption of the line 8nd its completion 
over the impossible portion." 
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