
Stephen ,George September 18,  1882 

H i l l  t o  Stephen 

Am glad you had so good an opportunity t o  go 
over them [Can.Pac. Road matters]  with S i r  
John [MacDonald]. The land mat ters  w i l l  soon 
take very d e f i n i t e  shape and nothing i s  more 
sure  than t h a t  the  [Dominion] Govt w i l l  from 1C 

-15,000,000 acres  sho r t  of the  amount granted t c  
the  Can~Pac. the re fore  it i s  of the  g r e a t e s t  
consequence t o  us  t o  have the  b a s i s  upon which 
t h i s  shortage i s  t o  be s e t t l e d  agreed upon." 
H i l l  then takes  up C e p e ' s  low t a r i f f  r a t e s  
compared with those o  "Pac i f ic  I' roads 
(cos t  of coal  $7.50 c me' ed t o  $2.00 and $2.5C 



on other roads -- climate deeper snow, &c) 
"Poor old Major Rodge mi c] has redeemed his 
pcomise and the pass t gh the Selkirks is 
better than the Nor Pacific, and with the fur- 
ther great advantage of saving the TunnellCsic. 
It is hard to estimate the value of this pass 
to our enterprise. The crossing of the Saskat- 
chewan turns out to be 490 mi&,es from Flat 
Creek, " 


