
Stephen, George Oct. 13, 1878 
H i l l  t o  Stephen 
"I am s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  both t h e  N.P. and t h e  M i l  
& S t .  Paul  would l i k e  t o  g e t  a foo tho ld  i n  our  
S t .  Paul  yard as t h a t  would give them a d i r e c t  
and c l o s e  connect ion,  and while it i s  t h e  key 
between t h e  Northern l i n e s  and a l l  roads run- 
n ing  south  and Eas t  from S t  Paul  a s  long a s  we 
c o n t r o l  i t ,  we have a decided advantage,  bu t  
should we s e l l  a j o i n t  ownership, t h e r e  would 
be noth ing  t o  prevent  the  M i l .  & S t .  Paul mak- 
i n g  a through l i n e  from Chicago t o  Fargo of i f  
t hey  thought t h e  l o c a l  t r a d e  developing f a s t  
wnough they  might co e down on t h e  west 



side of the Red River Notes Litchfield's 
letter and hopes "yea 1 be able to come to 
some understanding wi im.1 think we could 
afford to pay him a liberal amount to get his 
holding and thus secure an early organization. 
"Judge Harlan's recent decision re Drwnmong & 
Blodgett renders Litchfield's interest worth 
very little or rather nothing until our bonds 
were paid principal and interest in full." 
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