
1880, May 4 

Stephen t o  S. S. Mer r i l l  

Long and important l e t t e r .  Disappointed t h a t  
i n  our interview yesterday your Directors  voiced 
~ b j e c t i o n s  t o  our bui ld ing the  Brown's Valley 
Line from Morris westward t o  Lake Traverse, Ex- 
pl ians t h a t  it was begun under pressure of cir- 
:umstances t o  prevent the  const ruct ion of the  
L i t t l e  F a l l s  and Dakota l i n e  and because then we 
"came under ob l iga t ion  t o  the  S e t t l e r s  who 
aave (mainly under the  auspices of Bishop I re -  
land entered upon lands of the  Company t o  ufrnisk 
them with Railway f a c i l i t i e s . "  Refers t o  an in-  
terview H i l l  had with yo- March, 1879, that', 



l e d  t o  a  p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t  our Company should 
buy t h e  Hast ings and Da: a l i n e  which we would 
have been g lad  t o  do, bub we dec l ined  t o  e n t e r -  
t a i n  from a d e s i r e  no t  t o  i n t e r f e r e  with t h e  
n e g o t i a t i o n s  you had a l r eady  i n s t i t u t e d . "  This  
l e d  u s ,  when you d i d  buy t h a t  ra i lway t o  a  be l ie  
you approved our b u i l d i n g  t h e  Brown's Valley 
Line. 
Signed: G. Stephen, P r e s ,  


