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This i s  a -heterogeneous col l . rc t ion  of docummts 
r e l a t i n z  t o  the se t t lement  of Mary T. H i l l ' s  (Mrs 
James J. Eillls) e s t a t e  after her dea th ,  Nov.22, 
1921. Much of t h e  se t t lement  was cont ingent  on 
t h e  se t t lement  of the  e s t a t e  of her husband,who 
d ied  May 29,1916, without leaving a. w i l 1 , a t  l e a s t  
a l ega l  will.(A copy of a will (a draft in J.J. 
H i l l ' s  handwriting l e a v i n g  L.W.HI11 $40,000,009) 
is mentioned i n  Box 7 ) .    he papers a r e  i n  chaot i  
cond i t ion  as a r e s u l t , h a v i n g  been u t i l i z e d  by 

ensued, and by the  cour t s .  Therefore a 



given aocument may appec- a dozen timeskbecause 
needed by d i f f e r e n t  pel 1s a t  d i f f e r e n t  t imes.  
One, cannot ~a.sserr;ble a l l  t h e  forms of a given doc' 
ument i n  orie p lace  because t o  do so would- remove 
enclosures  mentioned i n  covering l e t t e r s  or  docs 
o r  break up1 important f i l e s .  They have  been l e f  
the re fo re  as Hill assewbled them and a reader 
must invest : igate  eleven boxes of  them t o  be su re  
he h a s  foun'd everything p e r t i n e n t  t o  a given ma.t 
t e r .  Catalogue ca . rd s  fo r  important docs .  have 
been'made, but the  l a c k  of a card does not neces, 
s a r i l y  mean> t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no data. on a g i v e n ' s u b  
j e c t .  Some of  the  malor t o p i c s  a re :  lack  of a 
w i l l  by J . J . H i l 1 ;  h i s  p i c t u r e  c o l l e c t l a n  and i t s  
f i n a l  d isposa1 ,qui te  d i f f e r e n t  from what h e  and 

s e e  card 2 



f l i l 1 ,Mery  F .  --Estate Pa1;ers card 2 
his widow had wished snd planned; his farm,North 
@aksJa.nd. the trouble it caused after his death 
among his heirs; the lawsuits about its disposal; 
the testimonies of many persons about these mat- 
ters b e f o r e  probate and other courts; the notor- 
eity thus produced between 1916 and 1929; the 
enmity among members of the family; copies of 
the diaries of Mrs .Hill and Mrs .L.W.Bill producec 
in inheritance tax lawsuits and others to prove 
mental competence o f  Mrs.Hil1 in naking bequests 
snd gifts; and many others. 
Box 1 Inventories of Mary ?2.Gill1s homes in grez 

detail(stocks & o t h e r  securities,furniturc 



p i c t u r e s ,  jewels, autos  & o t h e r  ven ic les  
d r q e r i l e s ,  g l a s s ,  s i lver ,ornaments , l ive-  
s tock ,e ; t c . )  and the  drawing of l o t s  and d i s -  
t r ibut i ion among t h e  h e i r s .  

Box Much of  t h i s  box i s  devoted t o  proof t h a t  
2  Mrs. H i l l  made her bequests n o t  " i n  contempL 

t i o n  of  dea thn  as t h e  Fed.Govt. claimed i n  
demanding ca.$3,000,000 inher i t ance  t a x  but 
t o  r i d  he r se l f  of trouble.The lawsui t  brough 
by the  h e i r s  i n  1925,1926,~i 1927 i s  prominen 
i n  correspondence and. o the r  docs. In  Apr i l ,  
1928 the  h e i r s  won a reduct ion by $1,100,000 
P- doc. of May 13,1937 r e l a t e s  t o  M r s . H i l l t s  
bequest t o  the  diocese of North St.Pau1 t o  
t h e  Chr i s t i an  Bros.who then des i red  t o  s e l l .  



Hill,Mary T. -- Es ta te  Pa$ers card 3 
Docs. of  1929 r e l a t e  t o  " F i n a l  ~ i s t r l b u t l o n ' )  
of her  e s t a t e ;  and L.W.Hil18s f i n a l  recovery 
from the  Northwestern -Trust  Co. of silverware 
ornaments,etc.  from h e r  e s t a t e  l e f t  t h e r e  by 
him, 

Box Samuel Hil1,husband of Mary Hi l1 ,h i s  l a s t  
3 days ,h i s  death,  h i s  s t r ange  w i l l ,  the  d i s p o s ~  

of h i s  ashes,  correspondence between Mary anc 
her bro ther  Louis about Samuel and between 
LWH and Sam's cousin Edgar Hill .Ruth H i l l  
Beard's rnarr iage(af ter  Anson Beard's death 
i n  1929) t o  P i e r r e  Lor i l la . rd ;  J. J . E i l l  I s  l e t -  
t e r  of Aug.4,1856 t o  h i s  grandmother upon h i s  
a r r i v a l  i n  St.Pau1 and Mrs.Hall's sending 
the  l e t t e r  t o  L.W.Hi~l;several  of Mary H i l l  



H l l l t s  I e t s e r s  t o  ' L.w.5. r e  t h e i r  mother 
I .  

s i s t e r , l y r s .  Phelps,  LL1 and r a t h e r  d . e s t i t u t  
and more o r .  l e s s  igmored by M r s . H i l l f  s brothe 
James N.  and Walter a.nd her seve ra l  s i s t e r s ;  
L.V.H.'s l e t t e r s  t o  h i s  s i s t e r , i n c l u d i n g  one 
s t a t i n g  t h a t  Northwestern Trust Co. was i n  
f i n a n c i d l  s t r a i t s  (Dec.?,1925); some l e t t e r s  
from MHIj ' s  son James N.B. H i l l ;  much mate r i a l  
on Walte'r H i l l ,  h i s  marriages and d ivorces ,  

of Dorothy Barrows Hil1,dau. of Mor- 
ton Esrrlows, S t  .Paul 1awyer;data on h i s  second 
~ n d  th i r ' d  wives,Pauline Sawyer Gil l ison,Dec.  
1922, s i s l te r  of James h'.6i11ts wife,Margueritg 
and Mildred Richardson,a former "Fbl l iesu  g i p  

18, a927; a l s o  s u i t  aga ins t  Walter brough 
Mrs. Bessie Gottlob. See card 4 



Hill, ivlary '2. -- Estate Papers card 4 
Box James N. -Hill's will (~eb.1?,1927) ; d e a t h  of 
3 Wrs . Janres P.Phelps (nee Arina k h e g a n )  , Jany. 

31,1933; Mary H i l l  Hill's l e t t e r  t o  L.W.H. 
Apr i l  4 ,1933, refer r ing  t o  h i s  i l l n e s s  and h 
i n a b i l i t y  t o  be r e sen t  V n  C ~ l i f o r n i a  when 
Maudie i h i s  dau. f was marriedJ Helen Phelps 
Horr igan 's  l e t t e r  t o  LW.H. tin 1932 3 3  ~ p -  
pea l ing  f o r  financial;  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  .get  an 
educationi she w a s  gran.ddaughter of Nrs .Anna 

Box ~ h e 1 . p ~  I. 
4 Mostly d a t a  given t o  Judge ~ . " . S h e a r n  i n  N . 1  

LW1s  lawyer  I n  case brought aga.inst him by 
h i s  bro ther  James Y H i l l  & others.Included 
is a copy of James J . H i l l l s  l e t t e r  t o  
the  woman J . P J . H . w a s  marrying i n  1912 wa.rnine 



n e r  ajiainst  m a r r y i ~ ~ g  his son; aata obtained 
by LWH from his uncle,Alex.D.S. Hill inCanada 
re Jarries J.'s intentions re disposal of his 
property; Mary T.Hillls cancelled will; Georg 
Macpherson's testimony re his fr3endship over 
many yrs. with JJH and latter's plan for will 
ing his estate;copy of Mary HillH~iIl's letter 
re her mother's plans for North Oaks; and 
J.N.Hillts suit vs. L.W.Yi11 invoaving Walter 
legal residence,occasioning copies of his 
marrisge licenses,their dates,the facts about 
his second and third wives,etc. 

Box 5 Largely the suit of LblH1s brothers and sis- 
ters v.s.him in an erdeavor to recover North 
Oaks and rr . bonds given LWY by his mother 
after she hzd boughb the farm from her child- 



Hill,?lsry 'I. -- Estate Papers csra 5 
ren, including questions and enswers in long 
sessions between LWH and his lawyer,Judge 
C. S. Shesrn, involving copies of proceedings 
of the .p~obats court hearings re@rding the 
appointment of an administrator for Mrs.H1ll1s 
estats. 

Eox Prohste Court minutes in 1 9 2 2  with index to 
6 .  the examimtion of witnesses (members of the 

family & others) and the arguments on both 
sides. Also exhibits.Record of firs. Hill's 

 investments and copies of her bcquests,etc. 
7 Another copy of questions and answers betweer 

LldH and his lawyer; data on Henry C.L<awton 
supt. of North Oaks Farm i n  1916-18;more 



re Mary h i l l  Hill's l e t t e r  r e  FieP m o t h e r ' s  
p lans  f o r  Xorth Oaks; c l i p p i n g  "$ftorney 
Bares W i l l  Dra n i n  JPm H i l l ' s  Hgndwriting 
Leaving Louis 40,000,OOO. a.nd wi l l ingness  
of JJH'e lahy i r , S o l i c i t o r  Gen. W!D.P?itchell 
t o  t e s t i f y  (St.Pau1 Pioneer Press ,Jany,24,  
1926) i f  J .N.Bill1s s u i t  a g s t .  h i s  bro ther  had 
not been dropped. Su i t  dropped on recommend- 
a t i o n  of f o r m ~ r  governor N.L.Piller of N.Y. 
a t t y .  f o r  p1nintiffs:"Minn. 1 ~ w  s ta tes  tha.t 
an i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s m  i s  no t  pe rn l t t ed  t o  t e s -  
tifyn3nd a l l  supporters  o f  case wsre i n t e r -  
e s t ed .  Folder 4 s t a t e s  date o f  g~aveslde 
cepemcny of 400  vet^ - was Sept .  46,1916 w i t h  
lunch t h e r e a f t e r  i t  L.W.H. I s  ~horne. 

See csrd  16 



Hill, P k r y  T. - E s z a t e  Pasers card 6 
90x ( c o n t t c )  Sale of 240 Summit Ave. forner home 
7 of JJH and NTH; also more on FJa'l_terts fa.nily 

life and JNHts suit against L1&. 
Box Erief for inheritance tax lawsuit; W.D. 
8 flitchellls memorandum of Oct. 7, 1924, re 

James N. Hill's suit vs. LW;data on Henry C a  
Lawton; testimony of Phasailde Van Den Broeke 
de3osition of Katherine McMiilan 3eals,dau. 
of former Sen.S.J.R.YcF!illan,re JJHfs not 
being a Catholic ss rezson for burial in 
North Oaks; statement of Nurse Sarah Trott 

(much re Mrs *gill- IS habits and personality; 



iqinutes of k r o b a t e  Cow% h s s r i n g s ( t b i i s i s  
one of ait l eas t  3 copies i n  these  p2.pers 

Box Copies o f  e x t r a c t s  from MTH9s d i a r i e s ( l g l 6 ,  
9 1919, 1920) ;  a l s o  t h e  assembled proof of  docs  

used in ~ M I S  court suit v s .  LWH. with d u p l i -  
c a t e s .  

Box C h a r l o t t e  S lad .e t s  w i l l ;  d e p o s i t i o n  of  Alex. 
10 D.S. H i l l ,  b ro .  o f  J J H  ond o f  Emma his wife, 

Gec.  10 ,  1924 [ l a 7 5  seems t o  have keen t h e  
d a t e  o f  aes th  of l i t t l e  ~ a r g a r e t ( ? )  Hil1,da.u. 
and 1 0 t h .  c h i l d  o f  J J H  and ITTH] Emma was 78 yr:  
o l d  i n  192b; Emma A. Raguet and he r  friendshi: 

with lYrs* J J H , ~ ~ ~  C J V ~ P  70 y r s  from June 20, 
1924,when she  testified; 

See c a r d  7 



M i l ,  Piary T. -- E s t z t e  Pagers caru 7 
Toomey s memorandaof Nov . 26,1921 which  list^ 

Box proposed g i f t s  of MTH: h o s p i t a l  for incurable 
11 $400,000; J . J . E i l l  Memorial o r  A r t  Museum t o  

be organized $3,000,000 1 ~ 1 t h  d-e ta i l s  of a l l  
the  pa in t ings  owned by Mrs. H i l l  i n  her house 
and o ther  a r t  o b j e c t s ;  240 Summit t o  be free 

pesidence of t h e  Boeckmanns f o r  s i x  y r s .  and 
then  t o  go, land and bldg.  t o  c i t y  of St.Pau1 
w i t h  $j00,000 t o  E i l l  Reference Library;  a lsc  
$96,000 t o  Char lo t te  and $45,000 t o  Rachel 
d a ~ g h t e r s , ~ i n  s e d i t i o n  t o  regular  a l l o ~ a n c e . ~  
Levery  quar t e r  t h e  allowances t o  h i s  ch i ldrer  
appear i n  t h e  cash books of J H i l l  i n  h i s  
papers i n  t h e  H i l l  9eF .  mb.S a l s o  l i s t s  



of t h e  securities in i*iTH1s possession1 , jus t  before 
h e r  death.  


