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Foreword

John Ireland (1838-1918) was one of the most important figures in American
Catholie history. Born in Ireland, raised in Minnesota, and educated for the
priesthood in France, he was ordained for the Diocese of St, Paul in 1861. In
1862-1863 he served as chaplain to the Fifth Minnesota Volunteers. In 1869-
1870 he represented his bishop, Thomas Grace, at the First Vatican Council
Named viear apestolic of the Nebraska Territory in 1875, he was immediately
renamed, at Bishop Grace's request, coadjutor of St. Peul., He succeeded to
that see in 1884 and attended the Third Plenary Council of Baltimore. In
1888, he was named the first archbishop of St. Paul.

A dynamic speaker and lueid writer in both English and French, Ireland
rapidly became the dominant figure in the liberal party that emerged in the
American hierarchy after the Third Plenary Council. His influence over other
members of that party is indicated by the extensive correspondence to him
from Cardinal James Gibbons, arehbishop of Baltimore; John J. HKeane,
successively bishop of Riehmond, first rector of the Catholie University of
America, titular archbishop of Damasecus, and archbishop of Dubuque; and
Denis J. O'Connell, rector of the American College in Rome and later rector
of the Catholic University and bishop of Riehmond.

Ireland took the lead in a program designed to accommodate the Catholie
church to American culture. He praised public schools and arranged for the
school boards of Faribault and Stillwater, Minnesota, to supervise and pay for
the secular education given in the local parochial schools. He combated what
he perceived as an attempt by German-Amerieans to preserve German language
and cuifure through the appointment of bishops for ethnie groups. He defended
organized labor as exemplified by the Knights of Labor. He was instrumental
in having reconciled to the chureh Father Edward MeGlynn, excommunicated
for his social teachings and for disobedience against his archbishop, Michael A.
Corrigan of New York. With Denis O'Connell, he engineered in 1893 the
appointment of the first apostolic delegate, the pope's representative to the
American hierarchy.

iii




Ireland and his liberal associates also exported their program to Europe.
After winning Vatican approval for his controversial school plan in 1892, he
visited France to promote Pope Leo XIII's poliey of Catholic ralliement to the
Third Republic. But the positions he had taken on so many issues led to an
alliance against him of both American and European conservatives, as the latter
misconstrued the liberal program in terms of the European situation. Ireland's
praise of public schools, for example, was seen as his voluntary surrender to
the state of what the European church was trying desperately to preserve from
the European liberal state--the right of the ehurch to educate. The French
translation of Ireland's speeches and of Walter Elliott's Life of Father Hecker,
moreover, introduced the liberals' praise of the American separation of church
and state to a Europe that had no experience with which to understand it.
After Ireland failed in his Vatican-sponsored niission to President William
McKinley to prevent the Spanish-Ameriean War, American military strength
only added to European fears of American ideas. In 1899, Leo XIII issued
Testem benevolentiae, condemning "Americanism,” the liberal movement of which
Ireland was a leader and which, among other things, tried to show the benefit
to the Catholie chureh of American religious liberty. This notion lay dormant
as offieial Catholic teaching until the Second Vatican Counecil (1962-1985).

Ireland's influence, however, extended beyond Catholie cireles. He was
intimate with leading business and political figures as well. In 1875, he
collaborated with railroad magnate James J. Hill to establish & Catholie
colonization effort in the Old Northwest. He also cultivated his friendship
with leaders of the Republican pariy, among them McKinley and Theodore
Roosevelt. He used his politieal conneetions, unsuccessfully, in an effort to
have himself made a cardinal.

This mierofilm edition contains the known extant correspondence to Ireland
from leading churehmen and other {igures both in the United States and Europe.
It also ineludes his correspondence with other church leaders, deposited in the
archives of the Diocese of Duluth, St. John's Abbey in Collegeville, Minnesota,
‘and the College of St. Thomas in St. Paul. Aside from the documents reproduced
here on mierofilm, the researcher should be aware of the extensive Ireland
correspondence in the archives of the Archdiocese of Baltimore (Gibbons Papers),
the Diocese of Richmond (O'Connell Papers), the Congregation of Propaganda
Fide in Rome, and the Vatican. Finally, there is considerable correspondence,
not so mueh from Ireland as about him and the liberal movement, in the
following archives: the Archdiocese of New York, the Archdiocese of San
Francisco, the Abbey of St. Paul's Outside the Walls (Rome), the Catholie
University of America, the Diocese of Rochester {New York}, the Roman Curia
of the Society of Jesus, the Sulpicians in Baltimore, and the Congregation of
St. Paul the Apostle in New York.

Gerald P. Fogarty, S.d.
Georgetown University
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Introduction

This edition of the John Ireland Papers is unigue in the series of Minnesota
Historical Soeiety microfilm editions sponsored by the National Historieal
Publications and Records Comimission in that none of the material is owned by
the Society. The papers, totaling fourteen and one-haif linear feef, were
brought together from several Minnesota repositories solely for the purpose of
microfilming. The bulk of the material, nearly fourteen feet, comes from the
Catholie Historical Society of St. Paul, housed in the John Ireland Memorial
Library of the Saint Paul Seminary. These papers are supplemented by
transeriptions and photocopies of letters that were onee part of the Ireland
Papers in the Catholie Historical Society but whose location is now unknown.
The other components of the microfilm edition were loaned by the archives of
the Archdiocese of $t. Paul and Minneapolis, the archives of the Diocese of
Duluth at the College of St. Scholastica in Duluth, the archives of St. John's
Abbey in Collegeville, Minnesata, and the archives of the College of St. Thomas
in St. Paul.

John Ireland (1838-1918) was the first archbishop of the Catholie
Archdiocese of St. Paul (now the Archdiocese of $t. Paul and Minneapolis),
and by the late 1880s was widely recognized as the leader of the "liberal” wing
of the American Catholic hierarchy. As such he led the liberals' struggle to
reconciie the Catholic church with American society and to bring the growing
number of Catholic immigrants into the mainstream of American life. In this
effort his foreeful and outspoken personality involved him in many of the
religious controversies and conflicts of his time, the outecome of which would
have an enduring impact on the religious life of America. Ireland's interests
were not limited solely to the religious sphere, however, since he also took
an active part in politieal and diplomatie issues of his day. In both his religious
and his secular roles, Ireland's activity was stimulated by and had significant
impaet on contemporary eurrents in American eulture.

The materials in the mierofilm edition of the John Ireland Papers document
the career of this dynamic priest and illuminate the way in which he moved




freely and comfortably, with power and influence, in his various worlds.
Although the Ireland Papers cover the entire span of the archbishop's life, the
researcher should bear in mind that they do not adequately reflect all of the
major faeets of that life. This is especially true of the early years of Ireland's
career, where the papers provide only intermittent insight into his attitudes
and activities as a seminary student in France; Civil War chaplain for the
Fifth Minnesota Infantry; leader of the Catholic temperance movement in the
Midwest; founder of the Catholic Colonization Bureau, which was organized in
1876 to encourage European immigrants in the eastern cities to migrate to
small farming communities in the West; and participant in the Third Plenary
Council of Baltimore in 1884,

While many aspeets of his early career as g priest and his steady rise
to bishop and then archbishop of St. Paul are only sketchily covered, materials
are much more abundant for the last decade of the nineteenth and the first
decade of the twentieth century, a period when Ireland was at the height of
his power and influence. This later documentation portrays Ireland as co-
founder of Catholie University of America in Washington, D.C.; staunch opponent
of attempts to establish national parishes in the United States and to appoint
bishops on an ethni¢ basis; supporter of organized labor in his suecessful efforts
to prevent papal condemnation of the Knights of Labor; originator of the
controversial Faribault School Plan, whereby parochial schools would be run
by the state; the central figure in the "Americanist" controversy, in which
certain aspeets of the liberal Catholic efforts to reconcile the chureh with
American society were alleged to be heretical; patriotic supporter of his
eountry; and statesman and diplemat. In this last role Ireland is seen urging
on behalf of the pope that French Catholies accept the French Republie,
seeking to avert the Spanish-Ameriecan War, and helping to conclude a
satisfactory seitlement between the United States and the Vatican regarding
compensation for the Catholic chureh's property in the Philippine Islands after
that war. The papers ineclude considerable information on the American
administration of the Philippines, as well as many letters to Ireland from friends
and officials in the Vatiean.

R The materials from each source are filmed as separate units. Those from

the Catholic Historical Society of St. Paul compose rolls 1-20 of the mierofilm.
They include the collection generally referred to by scholars asg "the John
Ireland Papers,” consisting of six feet of correspondence and related papers
and filmed on rolls 1-13. This collection contains numercus letters to and
from Archbishop Ireland; drafts and printed copies of Ireland's speeches, sermons,
and lectures; legal documents; pamphlets collected by Ireland; historical research
materials accumulated by and for Ireland; newspaper eclippings; telegrams;
diplomas; certificates; and papal bulls and letters. in addition, there are 48
clippings serapbooks plus a bound "index," filmed on rolis 14~28. The serapbooks
were created by or for Ireland and refleet the broad range of his interests
and concerns, including a number of the major issues with which he became
involved. The "index" volume is a meticulously kept list of articles in pericdicals
that Ireland kept for easy reference,




After the Ireland Papers arrived at the Minnesota Historical Soeciety it
was discovered that at least 50 letters from Denis J. O'Connell to Ireland were
missing, Fortunately, Father Gerald P. Fogarty of the University of Virginia
previously had made transeriptions and photocopies of the O'Connell letters;
he loaned his copies of the missing letters for filming. They appear at the
beginning of roll 21,

The material from the archives of the Archdiocese of St. Paul and
Minneapolis, consisting of three inches of correspondence and related papers
(1861-1925), is filmed as the remainder of roll 21.

The fourth group of papers filmed is four inches of documents from the
archives of the Diocese of Duluth. They consist largely of sermons, lectures,
and speeches by Ireland (undated and 1901-1916) and five Ireland letters (1918).
The sermons, lectures, and speeches, most of which are dated, have been filmed
as arranged by the diocesan archives. The fifth group is approximately one
ineh of letters from Ireland to the abbot and monks of St. John's Abbey,
provided by the abbey archives. The last segment of Ireland Papers filmed
consists of nine items from the College of St. Thomas archives: five letters
from Ireland, two pamphlets, and memorabilia. The materials from the Diocese
of Duluth, St. John's Abbey, and the College of St. Thomas are all on roli 22.

Roll 23 comprises two aids for researchers: first, a selected author index
to the John Ireland Papers from the Catholic Historical Society; second, the
notes taken by the editors during the preparation of this microfilm edition.
The notes describe briefly the subjects documented in the records and list
names of some signifieant authors not included in the author index.

The correspondence and related papers from the Catholic Historical Society
are arranged and microfilmed in a single chronological sequence. Undated items
are filmed at the beginning of the series. Partially dated and questionably
dated items appear before those that are fully dated. A sermon bearing several
dates is filmed under the earliest date. Drafts of sermons sometimes consist
of bits and pieces of other sermons. They have been filmed together as found,
on the assumption that Ireland himself may have arranged them this way.

Dates in brackets have been supplied or confirmed by the microfilm editors.
Although an effort was made to date undated items and to cheek the dates
of those questionably or provisionally dated, it was not possible to determine
with certainty the dates of all such items. A date in brackets, therefore,
should be treated with caution. Even more caution should be used with any
unbracketed date written in a different hand on an otherwise undated document.
Such dates appear to have been added by various researchers, and were already
on the documents when they arrived at the Minnesota Historieal Society for
filming. Whenever one of these dates was confirmed by the editors the
eonfirmed date was enclosed in brackets. Added dates that are unbracketed
have not been confirmed. Likewise, there are often numbers penciled onto
documents. These numbers were added by the Catholic Historical Soeiety and
have no significance in the context of the mierofilm edition.




Some exceptions have been made to a striet chronological arrangement,
Whenever possible, enclosures were filmed immediately after their covering
letters rather than under their own dates. A photocopy of an enclosure was
also filmed under its original date whenever the document contained significant
information judged appropriate for citation under the earlier date. Where this
technique was used, the photoecopy is accompanied by a statement identifying
it ag such and indieating the date under which the original was filmed. In a
few cases, only a photocopy of a document was present in the papers; these
are identified as copies. On occasion certain groups of papers relating {o a
particular topic or event were filed together under a single date or date span.
These groups of papers are identified by typewritten targets.

A variety of material had been added to the Ireland Papers, presumably
by researchers and other interested persons. Most of this material was not
filmed. Where such items, consisting of translations and transcriptions of
original documents and occasional explanatory notes, have been filmed, they
are accompanied by typewritten targets identifying them as such. Material so
identified should be used with extreme caution, sinee its accuracy has not been
investigated.

The 2-B (eomie) film format has been used in microfilming the manusecripts;
the index and editors' notes are filmed in the 1-B (comic)} format. A running
title beneath each film frame gives the title and publisher of the microfilm
end the frame number. Due to malfunctioning frame numbering equipment,
some frames on some rolls have duplicate numbers. Targets usually identify
enclosures, incomplete or seriously defective documents, and items filmed at
reduction ratios other than the standard 14-to-1.

While most of the materials in the ecollections are legible and in good
physical condition, there are exceptions. Some documents are very worn and
ineomplete. On others the ink has bled through or pressure-sensitive tape had
been applied, making them difficult to read. The newspaper elippings in the
serapbooks suffer from all of these defeets, along with ink spots, documents
stuck together, and pglue bleed-through. Two techniques have been used to
increase the legibility of certain items, Sometimes 2 manuseript or newspaper
clipping was filmed more than once at different camera settings, with a target
identifying the intentional duplicate exposure. Also, photocopies have been
filmed in place of discolored or otherwise defective newspaper clippings when
the photocopies produced superior film images.

The retakes for each microfilm roll have been spliced into the film at
their proper loeation. When an item was incorrectly filmed out of seguence
within a few frames, it was not refilmed. Other items found out of place and
inserted into a film sequence are identified by a second set of numbers following
the frame number (as 163-1).
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of the Roman Catholiec chureh. Father Clyde E. Eddy, librarian of the Saint
Paul Seminary, and Monsignor John P. Sankovitz, treasurer of the Catholie
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as seminary librarian, arranged for the loan of the Ireland Papers at the
Catholie Historical Society. Monsignor Ambrose V. Hayden, vicar general of
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support and encouragement.

1. A National Program for the Publieation of Historical Doeuments: A Report
to the President by the National Historical Publieations Commission (Washington,
D.C., 1954), p. 83.




Origin of the Papers

The history of the John Ireland papers is both complex and t‘rustrating;.2 Ireland
himself never intended that his papers survive him, fearing that they might
prove embarrassing to some of his associates. In fact, it seems elear that
Ireland destroyed many of his personal papers himself, and left instructions to
destroy the remainder after his death. There is some evidence of this intention
within the surviving papers. In an undated manuseript of Ireland's biography
of Bishop Joseph Cretin one page has penciled on the back, "Told to destroy.”
At least one letter bearing this instruetion was-torn up, then carefully taped
back together. On several oceccasions Ireland urged his correspondents to burn
all his letters.

There is also a story current that after his death Ireland's sister, Ellen,
who as a nun took the name of Sister Seraphine, destroyed some of his papers.
This is quite possible, since Sister Seraphine is known to have burned all of
her own eorrespondence, including the many letters she had received from her
brother, a few months before her death in 1930.

However many of Ireland's papers were deliberately destroyed, after his
death a considersble body of surviving material came into the possession of
his lifelong friend, Bishop Thomas O'Gorman o¢f Sioux Falls, South Dakota.
Intending to write a biography of his friend, Bishop O'Gorman ignored whatever
instruetions he may have received to destroy these papers. The biography was
never written, however, and after O'Gorman's death in 1921 the papers were
returned to the Archdiocese of St. Paul. In 1934 Archbishop John G. Murray
gave the papers to Monsignor Humphrey Moynihan to use in writing & biography
of Ireland. The monsignor died before completing the project, leaving the task
and the papers to his brother, Monsignor James H. Moynihan. While in James
Moynihan's possession, the papers were housed in the archives of Incarnation
Parish in Minneapolis, where he was pastor. Moynihan's The Life of Archbishop
John Ireland was published in 1953. [t is not so much a biography as an
extended commentary on Ireland's life as reflected in the Ireland Papers. A
careful reading of this work reveals the extent of the Ireland Papers, collectively
cited as AASP (Archives of the Archdiocese of St. Paul), as they existed in
Moynihan's possession.

2. Information for this section was gleaned primarily from James H. Moynihan,
The Life of Archbishop John Ireland (New York: Harper & Brothers, 1953);
James M. Reardon, The Catholie Church in the Diocese of St. Paul (8t. Paul:

North Central Publishing Co., 1952); James PB. Shannon, Catholic Colonization

on fthe Western Frontier (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1957} the
introduetion by Richard A. Gordon and Rufus A. North to "A Collection of
the Arechbishop John Ireland Correspondence” (master's thesis, Saint Paul
Seminary, 1964); and Patricia Condon Johnston, "Refleected Glory: The Story
of Ellen Ireland,” Minnesota History 48(Spring 1982):13-23.




Onece his book was completed, Moynihan apparently gave the papers to
the Catholie Historical Society at the Saint Paul Seminary. At this time a
group of letters of a supposedly "sensitive" nature was removed and deposited
in the chancery archives of the Archdiocese of St. Paul.

In 1964, under the direction of Father Patrick Ahern, a professor of
history at the seminary, two students, Richard A. Gordon and Rufus A. North,
prepared an index to about three-quarters of the Ireland correspondence. A
copy of this index, entitled "A Collection of the Archbishop John Ireland
Correpondence,” is included as part of the microfilm edition, augmented with
additional entries by the microfilm editors (roll 23).

Some of the miscellaneous documents that are now part of the Ireland
Papers at the Catholic Historical Society were added to the collection by its
various custodians, and some of the unindexed letiers may have been received
from other sources after 1964. It seems unlikely, for example, that Gordon
and North would have failed to index the nearly one hundred additional letters
from Ireland that now appear in the papers.

Some of the added material was of suech an extraneous nature that it
was not microfilmed. This unfilmed material includes: issues of the New
Cathedral Bulletin, duplicate copies of filmed documents, articles and journals
postdating Ireland's death, and letters of inquiry to the Catholic Historical
Soeiety regarding the Ireland Papers. In addition, one or both of the Moynihan
brothers (and perhaps other researchers) left a great many notes, pieces of a
rough draft of their biography, iyped transcripts of handwritten letters, and
translations of letters in languages other than English. None of this material
was filmed except for the researchers' transiations or transeriptions, notes
about originals that are no longer in the collection, or notes that seemed
especially important to the understanding of a document.

Portions of the original collection also have been lost over the years,
One can only guess at how much, if any, attrition oceurred during its migration
from Ireland to O'Gorman to the Moynihans to the seminary. It is known that
two documents cited by James Reardon in The Catholic Church in the Diccese
of St. Paul (1952) had disappeared from the collection by 1971.5

Of even more importance are ai least 50 letters from Denis O'Connell
to Ireland that were not in the collection when it was delivered to the Minnesota
Historical Society. O'Connell acted as Ireland's Vatican "agent” and carried
on an extensive correspondence with the archbishop, When the Ireland Papers
were indexed in 1964 the O'Connell letters were not included in the index;
apparently they were not placed in the Catholie Historical Society until after
that date. They were there in 1967, when Gerald P. Fogarty used them to

3. Reardon, pp. 217-218; Thomas Wangler, "John Ireland and the Origins of
Liberal Catholicism in the United States,” Catholic Historieal Review 56(January
1971):619-620.




write his doctoral dissertation, "Denis J. O'Connell: Americanist Agent to the
Vaticann4 Shortly thereafter, they were examined by Thomas Wangler. When
the collection was loaned to the Minnesota Historical Society in 1980 for
filming it wes discovered that while some 53 indexed letters from O'Connell
were still present, at least 50 other letters specifically cited by Fogarty were
missing. A subsequent search among the Catholic Historical Society collections
failed to locate them. Fortunately, Father Fogarty had made typed
transeriptions or photoeopies of most of the missing letters and kindly made
them available for inclusion in the microfilm edition. A desire to ensure the
papers' preservation, as well as to make them more accessible to researchers,
induced Father Clyde E. Eddy, librarian of the Saint Paul Seminary and
administrator of the Catholic Historieal Societiy collections at the library, to
seek assistance in having the Ireland Papers miecrofilmed. In the fall of 1974,
staff members of the Minnesota Historical Society met with Father Eddy and
Monsignor John P, Sankovitz, treasurer of the Catholic Historieal Society,
regarding. the possibility of preparing a microfilm edition of the Ireland Papers
under the auspices of the National Historical Publications and Records
Commission. This idea reached fruition in 1280, when negotiations were
. completed, funding approved, and the papers transferred to the Minnesota
Historical Society.

Once arrangements were made to film the Ireland Papers in the Catholic
Historical Society, it was decided to include other collections of Ireland material
-in Minnesota. Papers from the archives of the Archdiocese of St. Paul and
Minneapolis were made available by Monsignor Ambrose V. Hayden, viear general,
and Father Robert J. Carlson, chancellor. Reverend John Whitney Evans, the
archivist of the Dioeese of Duluth, eocoperated in securing the Ireland material
in the diocesan archives at the College of St. Scholastica, which had been
colleeted by Bishop Thomas A. Weleh of Duluth, Ireland's secretary from 1909
to 1918. The Ireland letters from the St. John's Abbey archives in Collegeville
were loaned to the Society by Father Vinecent G. Tegeder, 0.8.B., archivist,
and Brother Ryan T. Perkins, 0.S.B., associate archivist. John B. Davenport,
archivist and special collections librarian at the College of St. Thomas in St.
Peul, helped make the Ireland material in the college library available for filming.

At the completion of the microfilm projeet, all borrowed materials were
returned to their original repositories, with one exeeption. The material from
the chaneery archives of the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis was
deposited in the Catholic Historical Society at the Saint Paul Seminary. Also,
the copies of O'Connell letters provided by Father Fogarty were donated to
the Catholic Historical Society. Eaeh institution that participated in the project
received a complimentary set of the miecrofilm.

4. Later expanded aﬁd published as The Vatican and the Americanist Crisis:
Denis J. O'Connell, American Agent in Rome, 1885-1303 (Rome: Universitd
Gregoriana, 1974).




Biographical Sketch

John Ireland was born in Burnchureh, Ireland, in 1838, the first son of Richard
and Judith Naughton Ireland. The two crucial events in Ireland's youth were
his family's immigration to America and his education in France. In 1849, at
the end of the great potato famine in Ireland, Richard Ireland went to America
to seek a better life. He was joined late in 1850 by his wife and children, and
the family went to Vermont. A year later they moved to Chicago, where John
Ireland attended St. Mary's School. In 1852 Richard Ireland and his friend,
John O'Gorman, moved their families to St. Paul. The two families lived
together for a time, and the O'Gormans' son, Thomas, would be John Ireland's
lifelong friend and companion.

These two immigrant boys so impressed Joseph Cretin, first Roman Catholic
bishop of St. Paul, that in April of 1853 he selected them to study for the
priesthood in France. In the fall of 1853 the fifteen-year-old Ireland and
eleven-year-old O'Gorman were dispatched to the Petit Séminaire of Meximieux
in the Diocese of Belley, France. In 1857 Ireland finished the course at
Meximieux and was sent to study theology for four years at the Marist
Scholasticate at Montbel in southern France.

The experience of being plucked from a small frontier town and deposited
in a strietly regimented environment in a foreign culture left an indelible
impression on the young Ireland. To the end of his life he would speak of
the Petit Séminaire with respect and affection. These feelings do not seem
to have extended to the Marist Scholasticate at Montbel, perhaps because, as
he wrote to a friend, he would have preferred to do his theological study at
Strasbourg.

Upon completing his studies in France, Ireland returned to St. Paul just
as the Civil War broke out. He weas ordained a priest on December 22, 1861,
by Bishop Thomas L. Grace of St. Paul, and in March of the following year he
was commissioned a chaplain of the Fifth Minnesota Infantry Regiment. Serving
with troops in the field solidified his feeling of patriotism, which was to
characterize him in the future. However, ill health forced him to resign his
chaplainey in the spring of 1863.

Upon his return to St. Paul his eareer properly began. Bishop Grace soon
came to depend upon his assistance and in 1867 made him pastor of the
Cathedral of St. Paul. As a further mark of his faith in Ireland, the bishop
sent him in his place to the General Council of the Vatican in October, 1869,
Early in 1875 the pope appointed Ireland titular bishop of Maronea and vicar
apostolic of Nebraska. Fearful of losing his valued adjutant, Bishop Grace
traveled to Rome personally to petition the pope to revoke the appointment
as vicar apostolic. This request was honored, and before the end of the year
Ireland was consecrated titular bishop of Maronea and eoadjutor to Bishop
Grace.




As coadjutor Ireland virtually ran the diocese for the ailing Bishop Grace,
so that when Grace stepped down on July 31, 1884, Ireland immediately became
bishop of St, Paul. Four years later St. Paul was raised to the rank of
archdiocese with the incorporation of two new dioceses made out of the
vieariate of North Dakota. On September 27, 1888, Ireland officially received
the pallium as first archbishop of the new Provinee of St. Paul, a position he
would hold until his death in 1918.

Even before he was raised to archbishop, Ireland's reputation and influence
had spread beyond the bounds of the upper Midwest. Possessed of a brilliant
mind and great skill as an orator, he was inereasingly recognized as a major
spokesman. for the Roman Catholic hierarchy of America. His views not only
were of import to American Catholies, but also began to carry weight with
non-Catholic Americans, o the extent that his advice and support were solicited
by a succession of Republican presidents, especially Theodore Roosevelt. As
his national stature grew, so, too, did his influence in Europe, particularly
within the Vatican, where for years there were rumors of a cardinalate for
freland.

Unfortunately for Ireland, his temperament and beliefs constantly propelled
him into the center of bitter and damaging controversies both within the chureh
and without. He could never be lukewarm abhout any cause he believed in, nor
was he slow to attack whatever he saw as standing in the way of such a
cause. While this won him many devoted admirers, it also created many enemies.
Eventually, the hard feelings engendered by these confliets would spell the end
of some of Ireland's most cherished hopes and ambitions.

The driving foree behind Ireland's agressiveness was his determination
that the Roman Catholic church cease to be a barely tolerated minority religion
perceived as "foreign" by a predominantly Protestant America. His first efforts
to attain this goal were directed at removing the stigma of "foreignness" from
Catholie immigrants, especially the Irish. Sinee Ireland viewed drunkenness as
the chief obstacle to the Irish entering the mainstream of American life, he
beecame an ardent champion of temperance, founding the Father Mathew Total
Abstinence Society of St. Paul as early as 1869. In an effort to provide
opportunities for Catholic immigrants to own their own farms and to build up
their numbers, between 1876 and 1881 he organized what has been called "the
largest and most successful Catholic eolonization program ever undertaken in
the United States."?

Thus far, Ireland's work was of a local and noncontroversial nature. Its
character began to change, however, in 1884 at the Third Plenary Council of
Baltimore where his address, "The Catholic Church and Civil Society," attracted
nationwide attention. In it he expressed his belief that, far from being in
confliet with the pluralistic and democratic society of America, "mutual love
between Church and America brings benefit to Church and to America,"8

5. James P. Shannon, Catholic Colonization on the Western Frontier (New
Haven: Yale University Press, 1957), p. 264.

6. John Ireland, The Church and Modern Society, vol. 1 (New York: D. H.
MceBride & Co., 1903), p. 28.
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