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OVERVIEW OF THE RECORDS

Agency: Southwestern Minnesota Sanatorium.

SeriesTitle: Sanatorium records,

Dates: 1914-1957.

Abstract: Minutes and proceedings of the Southwestern MiateeSanatorium
Commission, biennial reports of the sanatorium @:2229), and admission
books.

Quantity: 1.4 cu. ft. (1 box, 1 partial box, 1 loose volyme

L ocation: See Detailed Description section for box locations

ADMINISTRATIVE HISTORY OF THE SOUTHWESTERN MINNESOTA SANATORIUM

The Southwestern Minnesota Sanatorium was establighrsuant to a legislative act (Laws
1913 c500) that empowered boards of county comanmsss to establish and maintain
sanatoriums for the care and treatment of persdrswere afflicted with tuberculosis. The act
also allowed the cooperation of two or more counitieestablishing and maintaining such a
sanatorium. Any decision to build and maintairoarty sanatorium was, however, subject to
the advice and approval of the Commission of theridsota Sanatorium for Consumptives.

In 1914, the counties of Cottonwood, Jackson, Umdoyon, Murray, Nobles, Pipestone,
and Rock formed an association to build, maintaing share the services of the Southwestern
Minnesota Sanatorium, which was constructed (amsheg in 1917) on the south shore of Lake
Okabena near Worthington in Nobles County. Earl¥918, the sanatorium was forced to close
due to an inadequate water supply; however, itaeeg in April, 1919. The Southwestern
Minnesota Sanatorium Commission, which controlteglfacility, was composed of members
from all of the counties involved. Three memberse a physician, were appointed by the
Nobles County Board of Commissioners, and two mesere appointed by each of the other
counties' boards of commissioners.

The sanatorium provided for the care and treatroepatients afflicted with pulmonary
tuberculosis and also provided follow-up serviaasdischarged patients through public health
nurses in each county. Members of the sanatoriafhaiministered tuberculin tests and X-rays
to adults, and to children through the public s¢lsystem. In 1948, the original eight counties in
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the association were joined by the counties of Bagh and Watonwan, and Le Sueur and
Redwood counties joined in 1954.

A significant decrease in the number of tubercslgsitients being admitted to the
sanatorium necessitated its closing in 1957. R@tstill receiving treatment at the sanatorium
were transferred to other facilities in the statetfiberculosis care and treatment. The facility
was sold by the sanatorium commission to the Soegbern Minnesota Crippled Children's
Hospital-School, Inc. (Minn. Stat. 376.54). Theaarium commission was dissolved in
October, 1957. The counties of Cottonwood, Jackisimeoln, Lyon, and Redwood joined the
Riverside Out Patient Clinic in Granite Falls, wihadministered tuberculosis control programs
and provided out-patient diagnostic treatment.

List of superintendents: Edward J. Murray, 19178 %. A. Slater, 1918-1957.

ORGANIZATION OF THE RECORDS
These records are organized into the followingisest

Minutes and proceedings of the Southwestern MirlaeSanatorium Commission.
Annual reports of the santorium.
Admission books.

RELATED MATERIALS

Public Examiner: Audit Reports of Sanatoriumsuags audit reports for the Southwestern
Minnesota Sanatorium, 1917-1959. Some adminig&diies may be found scattered among
various records series of the Minnesota DepartmieRublic Welfare. For other records that
may relate to this institution, see the MinnesoggpDof Social Security, State Board of Control,
and/or State Board of Corrections and Charities.

INDEX TERMS

These records are indexed under the following headings in the catal og of the Minnesota
Historical Society. Researchersdesiring materials about related topics, persons or places
should search the catalog using these headings.

Topics:
Health--Minnesota.
Public health nurses--Minnesota.
Public institutions--Minnesota.
Public welfare--Minnesota.
Registering.
Sanatoriums--Minnesota--Accounting.
Sanatoriums--Minnesota--Administration.
Sanatoriums--Minnesota--History.
Sanatoriums--Minnesota--Inventories.
Sanatoriums--Minnesota--Officials and employees.
Sanatoriums--Minnesota--Outpatient services.

state\swsan01.inv



SOUTHWESTERN MINNESOTA SANATORIUM.
Records.

p-3

Sanatoriums--Minnesota--Statistics.

Tuberculin test--Minnesota.
Tuberculosis--Hospitals--Minnesota--Admission amtdarge.
Tuberculosis--Hospitals--Minnesota--History.
Tuberculosis--Patients--Minnesota.
Tuberculosis--Statistics--Minnesota.

Places:
Worthington (Minn.).

Persons:
Murray, Edward G.
Slater, S. A.

Organizations:
Minnesota Sanatorium for Consumptives. Advisory Gossion.
Riverside Out Patient Clinic (Granite Falls, Minn.)
Southwestern Minnesota Sanatorium Commission.

Types of Documents:
Inventories.
Registers.
Statistics.

ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION

Preferred Citation:
[ Indicate the cited volume and page or item and folder title here] . Southwestern
Minnesota Sanatoriunm.Seriestitle] Minnesota Historical Society. State Archives.
See the Chicago Manual of Style for additional examples.

Accession Information:
Accession number(s): 276; 980-116

Processing Information:
PALS ID No.: 0800000187 (history); 080000161500801614, 0800001616 (records)
RLIN ID No.: MNHVPO0O009-A (history); 2122-A, 212A; 2123-A (records)
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE RECORDS

Note to Researchers. To request materials, please note both the location and box numbers
shown below.

Minutes and Proceedings of the Southwestern Minnesota Sanatorium Commission,
1914-1957. 1.0 cu. ft. (10 volumes, boxed).

Minutes documenting formal activities of the Soudéistern Minnesota Sanatorium
Commission regarding program implementation, adimissf member counties, purchase of
equipment, and other sanatorium functions. Theutegicontain names of commissioners and
officers; lists of patients receiving "free" treant; reports of the auditing committee and the
executive committee; and financial statements.

Location Box
111.E.10.6F 1 Minutes and Proceedings, 1914-195A0lumes.

Biennial reports, 1919-1930. 6 items in 1 folder.

Biennial reports of the superintendent of the Seestern Minnesota Sanatorium,
submitted to the Southwestern Minnesota SanatoGommission. They contain lists of staff
members and members of the sanatorium commissitbexatutive committee; reports
regarding conditions, policies, and needs of tkétution; financial statements and inventories;
and admission, discharge, and treatment statistics.

Location Box

111.E.10.6F 1 1919-1920
1921-1922
1923-1924
1925-1926
1927-1928

1929-1930
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Admission books, 1917-1957. 0.4 cu. ft. (3 volumes).

Registers of patients admitted to the sanatoritnformation recorded: name, address,
county of residence, date of admission, rate of aagt who is guaranteeing payment; father's
name, address, nationality, and birthplace; matheame, address, nationality, and birthplace;
name and address of nearest friend or relativaypaton; stage of the disease; bacilli in
sputum; complications; condition on discharge; emase and date of discharge.

Location Box
106.H.2.9 (vol) loose 1917-1946. 1 volume.

106.D.15.3B-1 partial 1946-1957. 1 volume in phase.
Laid inside the phase box is another small voluisgng ad
missions and discharges for July 1949 - May 195duplicates
all or most of the entries in the main admissiooksofor these
years, but without the family and most of the matidata. It
does, however, give height and weight, which thenrhaoks
lack.
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