
African American Stories 
in Minnesota

Now that you have heard a few stories

about Africa and about Africans who

explored the Americas, it’s time to move

on to Minnesota. King Sundjata and

King Abu Bakr didn’t come to Minne-

sota, of course, but other Africans did.

African Americans have lived and

worked in Minnesota for more than 200

years. They have all contributed to the

Minnesota you know today. 

George Bonga was the first African

American born in Minnesota. He grew

up in what is now northern Minnesota.

As a young boy, he learned how to

canoe on the many lakes and rivers in

our state. George learned how to hunt

and fish. He spoke three languages. He

grew up to be a famous fur trader. He

also helped the United States govern-

ment buy lands from the Ojibwe 

(Oh-JIB-way) that are part of Minne-

sota today. To learn more about him,

read the story “Meet George Bonga” on

page 12.

William Grey and John Hickman

both moved to Minnesota 150 years

ago. But they didn’t come here the same

way. William and his family took a train

and a steamboat. John and his family

came by raft up the Mississippi River.

William and John and their families

helped make a better life for African
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George Bonga was a fur trader and inter-
preter for American Indians and the Unit-
ed States government.

Robert Hickman, John’s father, led 76 slaves to freedom
in Minnesota on a raft like this one. 


