
The Bongas: An Early
African American Family 
in Minnesota

George Bonga was the first African

American born in Minnesota. He was

born in 1802 near Lake Superior and

what is now the city we call Duluth. He

and his family were fur traders.

George Bonga’s grandfather Jean

Bonga arrived in this part of the country

in the 1700s. He worked at an English

trading post and fort in what is now

Michigan. When Jean first came to the

trading post, he was a slave. A slave is 

a person who is owned by another

person. Slaves do not get paid for 

their work. They must do what their

owner says.

Meet George Bonga 15

The fur trade was Minnesota’s first big business. This
map shows many of the fur posts in the area through
1850.
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This 1827 drawing by
Thomas L. McKenney
shows what a fur post
near Duluth looked
like. George Bonga
may have lived here. 


