TEACHER’S GUIDE

The Great Get-Together
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Step right up! Blue ribbons, daring rides, strutting animals,
foods-on-a-stick—all this and more await at the annual
reunion, the greatest of get-togethers, the state fair.

QUESTIONS AND DISCUSSION PROMPTS

e How does a state fair help people from different towns
and cities feel like one big community?

e What are some ways people work together to make the
fair fun and exciting for everyone?

e Why is it important to have a place where we can
celebrate all the different things that make our state
special?

e What are some fun competitions at the fair, and how do
they help people feel proud of what they do well?

e How can going to a fair help us learn more about each
other and become better friends and neighbors?

Karlyn Coleman is an award-winning writer, teacher, and creative collaborator
based in Minneapolis. She is a teaching artist at the Loft Literary Center and
works with educators, librarians, and families to inspire joyful reading.

Cori Doerrfeld is a true Minnesota State Fair fan who cherishes the time she got
to be a blue-ribbon author for her best-selling book. She is a St. Olaf College
graduate and a mother of two.

Contact Amy Feole for 20% off on educator book orders. Email: amy.feole@mnhs.org
Contact Jim Cihlar for inquries on classroom visits. Email: jim.cihlar@mnhs.org
Contact Katie Olson for all other questions or concerns. Email: katie.olson@mnhs.org

mnhspress.org
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This guide was created by Karlyn Coleman @2025. Illustrations
@2023 by Cori Doerrfeld. Published by MNHS Press. All rights

reserved. This page may be reproduced for free distribution for
educational purposes.



Questions for Thinking and

needlepoint work,

patchwaork quilts,
hand-knit sweaters.

Questions after reading The Great Get-Together:

1.How does a state fair help people from different towns and cities feel like one big
community?

2.What are some ways people work together to make the fair fun and exciting for
everyone?

3.Why is it important to have a place where we can celebrate all the different things that
make our state special?

4.What are some fun competitions at the fair, and how do they help people feel proud of
what they do well?

5.How can going to a fair help us learn more about each other and become better friends
and neighbors?



State Fair Bingo

When you spot any of these fun things, make sure to check them off.
What awesome adventures and sights can be found at a fair?

FREE

blue ribbon winner

arts and crafts
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If you had only one ticket for each fun activity, which one would you pick?
Please circle your favorite choice!
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Look at Giant Tractors

Look at Giant Pumpkins




Ribbon Challenge

Make a BLUE ribbon to celebrate your amazing talents! What makes you
special? Are you a super friend, great with animals, crafty, sporty, or really
good at solving problems?
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Fabulous Eats and
Treats

Express your creativity by writing or drawing about your favorite foods!
Make us hungry!
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Counting Farm Ammals

Count the farm animals below and put the correct number
in the circle.
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Word Search

Can you find the words hidden in the puzzle?
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SHEEP PIG CHICK

RABBIT

GOAT COW DOVE

DONKEY

DUCK HEN HORSE

GOOSE



1.First, draw a simple picture like a flower, animal, or shape on your paper. Or use the
image of the rainbow provided below.

2. Then, choose different kinds of seeds to match the parts of your picture—big
seeds, small seeds, light or dark! Have an adult help you find seeds in a garden or on
a walk or even in your kitchen cupboard!

3. Use glue to carefully stick the seeds onto your drawing to color it in and make your
art pop!
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WHAT DID YOU LIKE BEST?

Write a story or draw a picture about your favorite part of
The Great Get-Together!
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The Great Get-Together
Ages: 3-7
HC: 978-1-68134-268-9 « $17.95 (list)

About the Author and lllustrator:

Karlyn Coleman is an award-winning writer, teacher, and
creative collaborator based in Minneapolis. She is a teaching
artist at the Loft Literary Center and works with educators,
librarians, and families to inspire joyful reading. Her
publications include Where Are All the Minnesotans? plus
books about soccer, football, aliens, and ghosts written under
her pen name, K. R. Coleman.

Cori Doerrfeld is a true Minnesota State Fair fan who
cherishes the time she got to be a blue-ribbon author for her
New York Times best-selling book The Rabbit Listened. Cori is
also the author-illustrator behind numerous other titles,
including Nellie’s Big Splash, Beneath, The Welcome Wagon,
Wild Baby, and Goodbye, Friend!, Hello, Friend!. She is a St.
Olaf College graduate and a mother of two.

This guide was created by Karlyn Coleman @2025.
lllustrations @2023 by Cori Doerrfeld. Published by MNHS
Press. All rights reserved. This page may be reproduced
for free distribution for educational purposes.



