
Best-Selling Native American Books
and Resources for K-12

mnhs.org/education

ELEMENTARY

The Mille Lacs Indian Museum and 
Trading Post carries a wide selection 
of handmade Native American art and 
cultural objects including moccasins, 
dreamcatchers, beadwork, and birch 
bark items. An extensive Native 
American-focused book list, craft 
supplies, and specialty items are 
also available. Our knowledgeable 
staff can assist schools with building 
Native American-themed trunks, and 
help Indian Education departments 
supplement their curriculum. 

For more information, please contact 
Shelly Foster at shelly.foster@mnhs.org 
or call 320-532-3632.  

Ojibwe Shoulder Bag  
Activity Kit
Introduces Ojibwe culture, history, 
and arts, both past and present, 
and honors the story of the 
bandolier bag artist who created 
the kit’s pre-printed design. 
Created in collaboration with  
the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe. 

Grades 2-12

$130 

mnhs.org/shoulderbag

Bowwow Powwow 
BRENDA J. CHILD

ILLUSTRATIONS BY 

JONATHAN THUNDER, 

RETOLD IN OJIBWE  

BY GORDON JOURDAIN

Grades K-5

$17.95 Hardcover  
32 pages 
978-1-68134-077-7

The best days of summer end at the 
powwow, but Windy Girl takes the revelry 
of the gathering one step further, into a 
dreamworld where the dancers and singers 
are dogs. 2020 American Indian Youth 
Literature Award winner for Picture Book, 
2019 Cooperative Children’s Book Center 
Best of the Year Choices, 2018 American 
Indians in Children’s Literature Best Books  
of 2018.
Bilingual: English and Ojibwe

Hungry Johnny
CHERYL MINNEMA

ILLUSTRATIONS BY 

WESLEY BALLINGER

Grades EC-2

$17.95 Hardcover  
32 pages 
978-0-87351-926-7

At the community feast, observing the 
bounty of festive foods and counting the 
numerous elders yet to be seated, Johnny 
learns to be patient and respectful despite 
his growling tummy. 

Josie Dances
DENISE LAJIMODIERE

ILLUSTRATIONS BY 

ANGELA ERDRICH

Grades K–5

$17.95 Hardcover  
32 pages
978-1-68134-207-8

An Ojibwe girl practices her dance steps, 
gets help from her family, and is inspired by 
the soaring flight of Migizi, the eagle, as she 
prepares for her first powwow.

The Forever Sky
THOMAS PEACOCK

ILLUSTRATIONS BY 

ANNETTE S. LEE

Grades K–5

$17.95 Hardcover  
32 pages
978-1-68134-098-2

Brothers look to the stars and spin stories, 
some inspired by Uncle, some of their 
own making. The best one involves their 
grandmother and her place in the forever sky.

K-12 schools save 20% on  
books ordered directly through 
Matt Horstman, Education  
Sales & Service. 

matt.horstman@mnhs.org

or 651-259-3435

Books also available through our online store 
(shop.mnhs.org), MNHS museum stores, 
Mackin, Follett, Ingram, and your favorite 
booksellers. E-books available through EBSCO, 
Follett, Overdrive, Hoopla, and more.  Contact 
Matt if you don’t see your e-book vendor.

2020 AIYLA Winner



Primary Source Packets
Students use critical-thinking skills as 
they examine images of primary sources, 
gaining new perspectives about  
historical people and events. 

Each packet contains:
•	Images of primary sources
•	Teacher’s guide with additional  
	 context, guiding questions for each  
	 source, and activity suggestions

$20 per packet
mnhs.org/primarysourcepackets

Northern Lights: 
The Stories of 
Minnesota’s Past
DAVE KENNEY

Minnesota Studies 

curriculum for 6th grade 

social studies

Interactive eBook  
(2014, plus updates) and print Student 
Edition (2013), Annotated Teacher’s 
Edition with Workbook, editable digital 
worksheets, and poster-sized maps.

mnhs.org/northernlights
Interactive eBook includes narration  
in English by many Minnesotans, including 
Ojibwe and Dakota speakers, as well as 
many videos.

The Good Path:
Ojibwe Learning 
and Activity Book 
for Kids
THOMAS PEACOCK  

AND MARLENE WISURI

Grades 3-6

$19.95 PB 128 pages  
978-0-87351-783-6

Kids of all cultures journey through time  
with the Ojibwe people as their guide to  
the Good Path and its universal lessons  
of courage, cooperation, and honor.

Four Hills of Life: 
Ojibwe Wisdom
THOMAS PEACOCK 

AND MARLENE WISURI

Grades 3-6

$19.95 PB 120 pages  
978-0-87351-828-4

Written by an 
Ojibwe elder, this learning and activity book 
describes the journey taken through life by 
previous generations of Ojibwe living on 
Madeline Island and its relevance today.

OUR HOME:  
NATIVE MINNESOTA
Permanent exhibit at the Minnesota 
History Center 

Through artifacts, photographs, and 
first-person stories, students learn 
stories of survival, resiliency, and 
adaptation that show how Minnesota’s 
Ojibwe and Dakota communities have 
retained cultural practices, teachings, 
and values—as well as an essential 
connection to their homeland.

mnhs.org/ourhome

Star Quilt by Gwen Westerman, 

Sisseton Wahpeton Dakota, 2014.
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The Creator’s Game:
A Story of Baaga’adowe/
Lacrosse
ART COULSON

ILLUSTRATIONS BY ROBERT 

DESJARLAIT

Grades 3-5

$6.95 PB 48 pages  
978-0-87351-909-0

$3.99 e-book 48 pages  
978-0-87351-936-6

Eleven-year-old Travis Skinaway learns about 
his Native American culture and history as he 
practices the Creator’s game, lacrosse. 

Ten to choose from, including:
•	Native Minnesota: Dakota &  
	 Ojibwe Homeland
•	American Indian Termination  
	 and Relocation
•	Objects of the Fur Trade
•	World War I: American  
	 Experiences of War
•	Data of the Progressive Era

K-12 CURRICULUM PRODUCTS



Powwow Summer:
A Family Celebrates 
the Circle of Life
MARCIE RENDON, 

PHOTOGRAPHY BY  

CHERYL BELLVILLE

Grades 4-7

$12.95 PB 48 pages  
978-0-87351-910-6

Travel the powwow trail with an Anishinaabe 
family, the Downwinds of Red Lake, as they 
gather with relatives and friends to lift up the 
traditions of their people through ceremonies 
and dances.

Little Crow/Taoyateduta:
Leader of the Dakota
GWENYTH SWAIN

Grades 6-8

$12.95 PB 112 pages  
978-0-87351-503-0

$12.99 e-book 112 pages  
978-0-87351-982-3

A compelling biography for middle level 
readers that traces the life of the Dakota 
leader Taoyateduta (Little Crow) and his role 
in the US-Dakota War of 1862.

Night Flying Woman:
An Ojibway Narrative
IGNATIA BROKER

Grades 6-12

$16.95 PB 135 pages  
978-0-87351-167-4

$12.99 e-book 135 pages  
978-0-87351-686-0

With the art of a practiced storyteller, Ignatia 
Broker recounts the life of her great-great-
grandmother, Night Flying Woman, who 
was born in the mid-19th century and lived 
during a chaotic time of enormous change, 
uprootings, and loss for the Minnesota 
Ojibwe. But this story also tells of her 
people’s great strength and continuity. 

Ojibwe in Minnesota:
The People of Minnesota 
Series
ANTON TREUER

Grades 7-12

$16.95 PB 112 pages  
978-0-87351-768-3

$12.99 e-book 112 pages  
978-0-87351-795-9

With insight and candor, noted Ojibwe scholar 
Anton Treuer traces thousands of years of the 
complicated history of the Ojibwe people—
their economy, culture, and clan system and 
how these have changed throughout time, 
perhaps most dramatically with the arrival of 
Europeans into Minnesota Territory.

Everything You Wanted  
to Know About Indians  
But Were Afraid to Ask
ANTON TREUER

Grades 7-12

$17.95 PB 184 pages  
978-0-87351-861-1

$12.99 e-book 184 pages  
978-0-87351-862-8

More than one hundred stereotype-
debunking questions—thoughtful, awkward, 
and searching—answered with solid 
information, humor, and compassion. 

While the Locust Slept:  
A Memoir
PETER RAZOR

Grades 9-12

$17.95 PB 200 pages  
978-0-87351-439-2

$12.99 e-book 200 pages 
978-0-87351-707-2

Through transcendent prose, an Ojibwe man 
chronicles his survival of abuse and bigotry at 
a state orphanage in the 1930s and the brutal 
farm indenture that followed. Razor’s stark 
and often chilling story, devoid of self-pity, 
recalls with haunting clarity the years that 
he, like the locust, patiently waited to awaken 
and emerge. Addresses high school English 
standards.

Spirit Car: Journey 
to a Dakota Past
DIANE WILSON

Grades 9-12

$17.95 PB 232 pages  
978-0-87351-765-2

$14.99 e-book 232 pages  
978-0-87351-699-0

A child of a typical 1950s suburb unearths  
her mother’s hidden heritage, launching 
a rich and magical exploration of her own 
identity and her family’s powerful Native 
American past.

We Are Still Here:
A Photographic History 
of the American Indian 
Movement
PHOTOGRAPHY BY DICK 

BANCROFT, TEXT BY LAURA 

WATERMAN WITTSTOCK, 

INTRODUCTION BY 

RIGOBERTO MENCHU TUM

Grades 9-12

$39.95 PB 240 pages 978-0-87351-887-1

A powerful, insider’s history of the first 
decade of the American Indian Movement.

A Good Time for the  
Truth: Race in Minnesota
EDITED BY  

SUN YUNG SHIN

Grades 9-12

$18.95 PB 224 pages  
978-1-68134-002-9

$14.99 e-book, 224 pages 
978-1-68134-003-6

Essays that challenge, discomfort, disorient, 
galvanize, and inspire all of us to evolve now, 
for our shared future.

Mni Sota Makoce:
The Land of the Dakota
GWEN WESTERMAN AND 

BRUCE WHITE

Grades 9-12

$25.95 PB 296 pages  
978-0-87351-869-7

$16.99 e-book 296 pages  
978-0-87351-883-3

An intricate narrative of the Dakota people 
over the centuries in their traditional 
homelands and the stories behind the 
profound connections that hold true today.

Ojibwe Waasa Inaabidaa:
We Look in All Directions
THOMAS PEACOCK AND 

MARLENE WISURI, FOREWORD 

BY WINONA LaDUKE

Grades 9-12

$34.95 PB 160 pages  
978-0-87351-785-0

Illustrated with color and historic black-and-
white photographs, artwork, and maps, it is 
the story of how the Ojibwe people and their 
ways have continued to survive, and even 
thrive, from pre-contact times to the present.

The Relentless  
Business of Treaties:  
How Indigenous Land  
Became U.S. Property
MARTIN CASE

Grades 9-12

$17.95 PB 224 pages  
978-1-68134-090-6

$9.99 e-book 224 pages  
978-1-68134-091-3

How making treaties for land cessions with 
Native American nations transformed human 
relationships to the land and became a 
profitable family business.

SECONDARY
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For more information, 

or to place an order, contact 

matt.horstman@mnhs.org 

or 651-259-3435.

*Prices subject to change.

Teaching Native American  
History and Culture
Experiences, books, and classroom tools developed 

to broaden your knowledge and engage students around 

Native American history and culture in Minnesota.

mnhs.org/aied

Fort Snelling at Bdote:  
A Brief History
PETER DECARLO

Grades 9-12

$14.95 PB 96 pages  
978-1-68134-171-2

A primer on the complex 
and contested history of 
Minnesota’s premier historical site.

Original Local:
Indigenous Foods, 
Stories, and Recipes 
from the Upper Midwest
HEID E. ERDRICH

Grades 7-12

$24.95 PB 272 pages  
978-0-87351-894-9

A celebration of intensely local foods 
on a spectrum spanning traditional 
Native American treatments and creative 
contemporary fusion.

The Dakota Prisoner 
of War Letters: Dakota 
Kaskapi Okicize Wowapi
CLIFFORD CANKU AND  

MICHAEL SIMON

Grades 9-12

$27.95 PB 256 pages  
978-0-87351-873-4   

Fifty extraordinary letters written by Dakota 
men imprisoned after the US-Dakota War 
of 1862 give direct witness to a harsh and 
painful history shared by Minnesotans today.

Stay connected!  Follow Minnesota Historical Society History Education on social media.   @HistoryEdMNHS

SECONDARY (cont.)

LANGUAGE

Akawe Niwii-tibaajim
EDITED BY ANTON TREUER 

AND MICHAEL SULLIVAN SR

ILLUSTRATIONS BY  

STEVE PREMO

Grades 8-12+

$18.95 PB 184 pages  
100 b/w illustrations
978-1-68134-179-8

In eighty brief original reminiscences and 
cultural stories, elders of the Mille Lacs 
Band of Ojibwe transmit a storehouse of 
experience and memories, wisdom and 
foolishness, and complex identity. Printed 
in Ojibwe only. 

Beginning Dakota/
Tokaheya Dakota  
Iapi Kin: 24 Language 
and Grammar Lessons  
with Glossaries
NICOLETTE KNUDSON,  

JODY SNOW, AND 

CLIFFORD CANKU

Grades 9-12

$27.95 PB 128 pages  
978-0-87351-780-5

A Dictionary of the 
Ojibway Language
FREDERIC BARAGA AND  

JOHN D. NICHOLS

Grades 7-12

$25.95 PB 442 pages  
978-0-87351-281-7

Check out all of our Dakota and Ojibwe language titles at 
mnhs.org/mnhspress/books/2.

The Language  
Warrior’s Manifesto: 
How to Keep Our 
Languages Alive No 
Matter the Odds
ANTON TREUER

Grades 11-12, Adults

$18.95 PB 192 pages  
978-1-68134-154-5

Aanjibimaadizing, which means “Changing Lives,” is a program of the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe. Through the Aanjibimaadizing 
Project, sixteen first speakers teamed with linguists, teachers, and Ojibwe language experts to create this new literature for 
Ojibwe language learners. The stories, printed in Ojibwe (no English), reflect a rare authenticity as they transmit cultural values, 
increase vocabulary, and reinforce identity. In collaboration with the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe, the MNHS Press published three 
Aanjibimaadizing books in the fall of 2020.

Anooj Inaajimod
EDITED BY ANTON TREUER 

AND MICHAEL SULLIVAN SR

ILLUSTRATIONS BY  

JONATHAN THUNDER

Grades 5-12+

$17.95 PB 120 pages  
100 color illustrations 
978-1-68134-178-1

In this anthology of twenty-three 
charming and original stories, people get 
into and out of trouble, make and solve 
problems, and have funny and surprising 
adventures. Printed in Ojibwe only

Nishiimeyinaanig
EDITED BY ANTON TREUER AND 

MICHAEL SULLIVAN SR

ILLUSTRATIONS BY  

WESLEY BALLINGER

Grades 5-12+

$17.95 PB 120 pages  
100 color illustrations
978-1-68134-177-4

In these twenty-six charming and original 
stories, animal characters act foolishly 
and bravely, show wisdom and weakness, 
and have funny and surprising adventures. 
Printed in Ojibwe only. 


