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Near the River
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¢ Tiered concrete steps allow easy access to
i | the water; however, because of the adjacent

& Epyam land use this water access is underutilized
~ |sland® and is not an active destination.

Nicollet Island has a small sandy beach on
- the East Channel where residents can easily
access the great Mississippi River.

"% Nicollet Island north of Hennepin Avenue
| needs to be more friendly, usable, and
welcoming. Itis not abvious that the area is

. accessible to the public.

A better bike connection is needed from

the 8th Avenue Bridge to Boom Island Park.

Currently the trail brings bikers through a 7 " \ _ -
gathering plaza and between the parking lot D : _ - ! R,
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Tiered wncm\ife swps’.—alluw access near the
water edge just south of the Federal Reserve
Bank.

" The ING Building, the US Post Office,
. and the Federal Reserve Bank block all

connections of Nicollet Mall to the River.
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. There isno easy access o the water for city
dwellers whao live near the Third Avenue
. Bridge. The US Post Office acts as a barrier
for the entire block North of the Bricge.
I P 4/ Currently the Stone Arch Bridgd terminates. [
* ’ into downtown in a parking lot. Pedestrian
and Bicycle movement is unclear”

dangerous, and unwelcoming. There is a need for access to the water's

edge from the Mill City Museum and

A -\ Guthrie Theater via the hillside that lies
) ’__‘;‘“r 20" - between West River Parkway and Mill
Y ‘.

: Ruins Park.
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' Mill Ruins Park provides access to the

. Near the Amphitheater, on the south side
of Nicollet Island, there are wood steps
that allow interaction with the water's

Current interpretive signage is located

between the thick treeline edge and the

sidewalk. The placement of the plague

allows no distant/unique views and requires
| the reader to cross the well-traveled

running path.

‘The north end of the Stone Arch Bridge
starts/end in a culdesac that lacks
definition for pedestrians, bicyclists, and
vehicles.

There are few places to stop and rest along
. the stone arch bridge. It provides very little
- opportunity for people watching.
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y 0 water's edge via metal walkways and bridges
© that provide multiple ways to be above,
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Improvements to Parks' : 3 W SN
* Theme play area ' : Across the Drstrrct

* Establish design guidelines for connectivity, f gt

existing trails __ interpretation, scale, and use.
* Canoe access B = ; _

 Way-finding signage

Hennepm Ave..
* Improve streetscape character and
connections to the river’s edge
\ PortaI/Gatewav s s
%'« Provide an orientation node that

cIearIy identifies the heritage zone _ ' East Bank Area'

« Father Hennepin Park, Water Power Park,
Pillsbury Park,St. Anthony Main. See
detailed area diagram

*** Connections: N DI T i

. * Improve the pedestrian

=
Intermodal

* Open access for bike and
Statlon é
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Nrcollet Island Park
* Way-finding signage
,/_ * Extend trail

*Renovate park facilities

37

e West Bank Area:
~—* Mill Ruins Park Area. See
detailed area diagram
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St. Anthony Falls Lah:

*Develop a public access program

*Renewable energy
demonstrations

« Water physics theme play are

Father Hennepin Park:

* Increase access

* Park renovation and safety improvements
* Develop outdoor recreational experience
* Unexpected wildlife encounters

* Habitat restoration

* Celebration space

Hennepin Island:

* Trail access down to water level

«Underground access for
exploration
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Father Hennepin Park

Gateway:

* Heightened sense of arrival

* Arrive in a park/place

*Green the area

*Remove the Cul-de-sac

* Better linkage to eastern routes
and the U of M

*Bathrooms and visitor
orientation
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Main Canal:

* Opportunity for parkway re-alignment

* Potential re-use of plank road area

*Open main canal (wet or dry) for
public access

Lower Lock Trail:

* Connection between Mill
City and lower lock along
water’s edge

M|II Rums Parks

* Opportunity to develop outdoor
performance space with scenic

views and pedestrian linkage to

Guthrle Theater/Mnl City Museum A ¢
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Spillway:

* Pedestrian bridge over spillway
« Canoeing through the locks

Mill Ruins Park:

* Expand and excavate area with
trails

* Connect to lock area

* Underground exploration

* Add shade

*Ruins themed play area

. 5
River’s Edge:

» Swimming barge above the
spillway

» Water themed play area

Portland Avenue Gateway:

* A heightened sense of arrival

» Take advantage of the scenic
views

* Develop portal/approach at
Portland (two-way traffic)

* Better connections from Mill City

Gatewav Orlentatlon Node
*Develop orientation node with
concessions and bathrooms

* Opportunity for tunnel to connect
to the river

River’s Edge:

*Reinforce and improve river
edge

* Opportunity for gathering and
scenic views

Rwer s Edge Gate House
*Recreate gate house structure
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