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Improvements to Parks:
 Theme play area•	
 Stronger connections to water edge and •	
existing trails
 Canoe access •	
 Way-finding signage•	

East Bank Area:
 Father Hennepin Park, Water Power Park, •	
Pillsbury  Park,St. Anthony Main. See 
detailed area diagram

University Connection:
 Open access for bike and •	
pedestrian connections
  Explore rail potential•	

Portal/Gateway:
 Provide an orientation node that •	
clearly identifies the heritage zone

Connections:
 Improve the pedestrian •	
experience

Nicollet Island Park:
 Way-finding signage•	
 Extend trail•	
Renovate park facilities•	

Across the District:
 Establish design guidelines for connectivity, •	
interpretation, scale, and use.  

Hennepin Ave.:
 Improve streetscape character and •	
connections to the river’s edge

West Bank Area:
 Mill Ruins Park Area. See •	
detailed area diagram

Lower Lock:
 Open access for educational •	
and interpretive opportunities
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Restore East Falls:
Access to water•	
Exploring opportunities•	

East Falls Artifacts and 
Structures:

Trail access to existing artifacts•	
Exploring opportunities•	

Future Redevelopment 
Edge:

Continue historic character•	
 Respect views to river and park•	
Accommodate outdoor seating •	
and gathering space

Industrial Experience:
Railroad engine and theme play •	
area on the original rail line
Active rail to U of M•	

Father Hennepin Park 
Gateway:

Heightened sense of arrival•	
Arrive in a park/place•	
Green the area•	
Remove the Cul-de-sac •	
Better linkage to eastern routes •	
and the U of M
Bathrooms and visitor •	
orientation

A Mill Building:
NPS Ranger station/trailhead•	
Develop public access program•	

Father Hennepin Park:
 Increase access•	
 Park renovation and safety improvements•	
 Develop outdoor recreational experience•	
 Unexpected wildlife encounters•	
 Habitat restoration•	
 Celebration space•	

St. Anthony Falls Lab:
Develop a public access program•	
Renewable energy •	
demonstrations
Water physics theme play area •	

Hennepin Island:
Trail access down to water level•	
Underground access for •	
exploration

Art Park Elements

U of M Steam Plant:
Portage trail access down to •	
water level
Increase access to open space •	
and water
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Water Power Park:
Develop a public access program•	
Increase access to park•	
Seasonal concessions•	
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Mill Ruins Parks:
Opportunity to develop outdoor •	
performance space with scenic 
views and pedestrian linkage to 
Guthrie Theater/Mill City Museum

River’s Edge:
Swimming barge above the •	
spillway
Water themed play area•	

River’s Edge:
Reinforce and improve river •	
edge
Opportunity for gathering and •	
scenic views

Main Canal:
Opportunity for parkway re-alignment•	
Potential re-use of plank road area•	
Open main canal (wet or dry) for •	
public access

Lower Lock Trail:
Connection between Mill •	
City and lower lock along 
water’s edge

Spillway:
Pedestrian bridge over spillway•	
Canoeing through the locks•	

Gateway Orientation Node:
Develop orientation node with •	
concessions and bathrooms
Opportunity for tunnel to connect •	
to the river

Portland Avenue Gateway:
A heightened sense of arrival•	
Take advantage of the scenic •	
views
Develop portal/approach at •	
Portland (two-way traffic)
Better connections from Mill City•	

Mill Ruins Park:
Expand and excavate area with •	
trails 
Connect to lock area•	
Underground exploration•	
Add shade•	
Ruins themed play area•	

River’s Edge Gate House:
Recreate gate house structure•	
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