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 Multi-year project to explore methods of preserving 
and providing  enhanced online access to trustworthy 
legislative materials in digital form

 Create a model that is stable, sustainable, and 
responsive to future technological innovations

 Develop products to help other states assess capacity 
and adapt model to their unique environment

Minnesota Historical Society, July 2009



 Organizations:  National Conference of State 
Legislatures, California Digital Library, Thomson 
Reuters, Vendors

 State Government:  Minnesota wŜǾƛǎƻǊΩǎOffice, 
Minnesota Legislative Reference Library, California 
Legislative Counsel

 State Archives and Libraries:  Arkansas, California, 
Illinois, Kansas, Minnesota, Mississippi, Nebraska, 
North Dakota, Tennessee, Vermont

Minnesota Historical Society, July 2009



 Identify, analyze, and report on common issues

 Understand and articulate policy framework

 Explore and test technology options for content 
acquisition, access, use, and management

 Develop cost-benefit comparisons, business cases

 Put it all together into a toolkit for other states

 Outreach and promotion to encourage collaboration 
and further development 

Minnesota Historical Society, July 2009



 Policy Framework:  including authenticity, 
accessibility, legal requirements, mashups

 Legislative Content Selection:  incl. inventories, 
appraisal, retrospective digitization, digital 
audio/video, contextual materials (non-XML)

 Preservation:  incl. repository options, checklists

 Technologies:  incl. content acquisition/access options

 Access Model:  pilot implementation, business case

Minnesota Historical Society, July 2009



 User interface centered around eXist, open-source, 
native XML database
ÅFull-text indexing on ingestion

ÅEasy to pair with a web-based search interface

ÅFinal files from XML bill drafting system first, then 
contextual materials from other sources

ÅMinnesota pilot in 2009, California and Kansas in 2010

ÅExample at U.S. State Dept., Office of the Historian 
(http://history.state.gov)

 Bulk download option for user-defined applications

Minnesota Historical Society, July 2009
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