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Goals

• Analyze and appraise legislative 
systems and records

• Identify complementary resources
• Test architecture of metadata, XML and 

grid technology
• Pilot web site for public access
• Develop cost/benefit analysis
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Background

• ER projects: TIS, ERM, DHS
• XML research
• E-government research
• PAT project
• Collaborations: legislative tapes, records 

retention schedules, government publications
• Adoption of XML based bill drafting system
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Some general conclusions

• Collaboration
• Standards
• National cyberinfrastructure
• Rigorous appraisal and ROI: use value 

of electronic records
• Cultural and institutional change
• Sustainability
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Partners

• MN: Revisor’s Office, LRL
• CA: State Archives, State Library, 

Legislative Counsel
• San Diego Supercomputer Center
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Work plan

• Preparation
• Research and analysis
• Testing and implementation
• Evaluation and advocacy
• Final reports and products
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Products

• Project web site
• Reports and evaluations
• Best practices recommendations for 

other states
• Appraisal of “universe” of MN legislative 

records
• Cost/benefit analysis
• Ongoing partnerships …
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Project information

• MN Team: Shawn Rounds, Beth 
Lighthipe, Bob Horton

• Web site: 
http://www.mnhs.org/preserve/records/e
legislature/elegislature.htm

• SDSC web site: 
http://www.sdsc.edu/PAT/
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Q&A


