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Minnesota's XTEND System

 Description –

 XTEND – Xml Text Editor, New 
Development

 A legislative document processing system 
tailored to the needs of the Minnesota 
Legislature.
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Minnesota's XTEND System

 Architecture
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XTEND – main user interface
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XTEND – XML editor
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XTEND – Export menu
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XTEND – Publish to web

2008-12-08 8



XTEND – Transmit post process documents
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XTEND's current document formats

 File formats output by XTEND
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XML document

Schema files (.xsd)

Publishing Engine

FOSI XSL

PDF XHTML



Limitations for document distribution

 XML document & schema (.xsd files)

 Limited access:

 Revisor's Office staff

 Thomson Reuters

 LexisNexis

 PDF & XHTML (.pdf, .html files)

 On Revisor web site

 Must navigate to a page per document

 Must separately download .html & .pdf
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Limitations for document distribution 
(cont.)

 Too many files to collect individually

 2007 -2008 legislative session:
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522 Session Law Chapters

4256 House files

3895 Senate files

8151 Total Documents

X 3 (files per document)

24,453 Total Files

 Summary of limitations - Accessibility. 

 The content in usable file formats exist, but it is 
laborious to locate & get the desired file.



Project's concepts & opportunities

To facilitate access to public legislative 
documents:

1. Use XML to wrap individual files (.xml, .xsd, 
.pdf, .html).  Create 1 XML file containing all 
the other files.

2. Automatically transmit the XML wrapper file 
to archive sites

 For storage or exploitation
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Use XML to wrap individual files …

 Dan Dodge, Thomson Reuters
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